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Sydney is, at its heart, a coastal city, not 
just geographically, but instinctively. Life 
here leans toward the water, and nowhere is 
that more apparent than at its ocean pools. 
They are one of Australia's gifts to the world 
— natural rock enclosures and concrete-
edged swimming pools built directly into 
the coastline, open to the sky, filled and 
refreshed by the tides. Strung along the 
coast from Palm Beach in the north to 
Cronulla in the south, the ocean pools have 
been a Sydney ritual for over a century.

Protected from the rips of the open 
ocean, they offer something rare on this 
wild coastline - all the sensation of the 
sea, none of its unpredictability. The water 
temperature drops to around sixteen 
degrees, cold in a way that wakes you up 
instantly. Wylie's Baths, one of the oldest 
pools, opens its timber deck directly to the 
horizon. Bronte offers something gentler. 
Mahon Pool at Maroubra is wilder, and still 
largely undiscovered.

Yet for all their wildness, the pools 
have always welcomed families. Even the 
smallest swimmers find their courage here.

In this spread,
Clockwise from left: Sydney Harbour comes 
alive as the Opera House and Harbour Bridge 
glow with bright lights; surfers chase winter 
swells along Sydney’s golden coastline; Bondi 
Vista Ferris Wheel to experience the stunning 
beach at new heights; Bondi Icebergs Pool 
offers a front-row seat to the ocean and a crisp 
winter dip along the coast; and warm coffee 
with a Harbour Bridge view.

SYDNEY
without the sunburn

Sydney in summer is a postcard the world 
has seen, but arrive in July, mid winter, and 
it tells a different story.

There is a version of Sydney that the 
world has agreed upon. Fireworks over the 
harbour on New Year's Eve. Bondi Beach 
in January, the sun relentless. The Opera 
House sails catching the summer light. It 
is a beautiful version, no one is disputing 
that, but in winter, you will find the version 
it keeps to itself.

This is not about settling for less. It is 
about discovering that the city has a second 
self, one it reserves for those willing to look 
past the obvious season.

The Coast in its Truest Form
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From the ocean pools, the coastline pulls 
you further south.

The Bondi to Coogee walk traces six 
kilometres of cliff edge along some of 
Sydney's most iconic shoreline. To the east, 
the Pacific opens wide — there is nothing 
between you and New Zealand but water.

From May through November, humpback 
whales pass along this coastline on their 
annual migration. If you happen to be 
looking out at the right moment, you might 
catch a glimpse.

Walking the Cliffs

In this spread,
Clockwise from top left: Sunrise casts a 
golden hue over Sydney’s rugged cliffs; fresh 
seafood and vibrant plates celebrate the 
city’s dining scene; leafy coastal trails invite 
slow exploration; kayaking past the skyline 
offers a different perspective of the city; 
evening strolls through lively harbour-side 
streets; fresh oysters and seafood spreads 
highlight Sydney’s coastal bounty.

Allow a few hours for the walk. In winter, 
the cooler air makes the distance more 
manageable, even with children, with time 
to pause for a coffee at Bronte or a swim 
at Clovelly.

Winter brings its own colour — sunshine 
wattles in bursts of yellow, the odd flash of 
pink. You pass through Waverley Cemetery, 
headstones set in long terraces above the 
sea, a place so striking it is hard to ignore.

By the time you reach Coogee, the cliffs 
give way to a wider stretch of sand, backed 
by cafés, restaurants and bars, an easy 
place to refuel after the walk.

Out on the Harbour

At the Table

Winter brings its own 
colour - sunshine 

wattles in bursts of 
yellow, the odd flash 

of pink.

Harbour cities are often best seen from 
the shore. Sydney pulls you straight into it. 
Board the Manly Ferry at Circular Quay and 
you will understand why.

It departs Circular Quay, crosses the full 
stretch of Sydney Harbour, past the Opera 
House, beneath the Bridge, out through the 
Heads where the harbour meets the Tasman 
Sea. In winter, the light on the water is low 
and extraordinary.

It is not a tourist boat. It is a public ferry, 
the same ride locals have taken to work, 
school, and Sunday lunches for over a 
century. That ordinariness is what makes it 
special.

At the other end, Manly faces the Pacific - 
wide sand, rolling surf, Norfolk pines against 
a winter sky. Cafés spill onto the esplanade, 
surf shops line the streets. Coffee is serious 
here.

Sydney's deepest food instinct has 
always been toward the water, and nowhere 
is that clearer than at the table.

Winter happens to be the best time for 
Sydney Rock oysters, when they reach their 
fullest flavour along the New South Wales 
coast. Order them anywhere and they arrive 
clean and cold — the taste of the ocean in 
something small and perfect.

At Opera Bar, beneath the sails, freshly 
shucked oysters arrive with harbour views 
and afternoon light moving slowly across 
the bridge.

Inside the Opera House itself, Bennelong 
is one of Australia's great dining rooms - the 
setting alone worth the reservation. Further 
along, Barangaroo has matured into a string 
of waterfront restaurants that feel lively in 
summer, relaxed in winter.

Away from the harbour, Surry Hills is 
where serious food lovers go — dense with 
restaurants, and tables that are actually 
available in July.

For something more grounded, the 
Sydney Fish Market in Pyrmont remains 
one of the city's most honest expressions 
of its appetite for seafood. Come early, eat 
outside, and watch the harbour wake up.

Christmas in July

With something as joyful as Christmas, 
there is no real reason to keep it to once a 
year.

In winter, Sydney leans into the season 
in its own way. At The Rocks, Christmas in 
July takes hold of the old quarter. Wooden 
chalets line the cobbled lanes,artisan market 
stalls with melted cheese, roasted meats, 
and spiced wine warming the air. Snow falls 
lightly through a narrow passage known 
as Snow Lane, just enough to change the 
feel of the street. Live music finds its way 
through the lanes.

The winter market winds through it 
all — snow globes, handmade ceramics, 
winterwear and gourmet finds that make 
gifting feel effortless again. Stay for the 
Firepit Cinema, where Christmas classics 
play, and marshmallows toast over open 
flames.

For a few nights in the mid-winter, Sydney 
takes on a different character.
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Fly with Batik Air to Sydney,
Australia 7 times a weekly

As night falls, winter reveals another side 
of Sydney.

Each year, Vivid Sydney transforms the 
city after dark. Light spills across buildings, 
installations emerge along the harbour, and 
familiar landmarks take on new identities. 
The Opera House sails become a giant 
artwork, different every year. The Harbour 
Bridge glows. A thousand drones shape-
shift through the night sky. It is one of the 
largest events of its kind in the world, and 
it turns Sydney at night into something 
genuinely unlike itself.

The Vivid Light Walk between Circular 
Quay and Barangaroo is a must. The closing 
night of the festival draws the largest crowds 
and the most spectacular finale. If your 
dates align, it is worth planning around it.

Winter in Sydney is effortless. The city 
opens up reservations available, streets 
breathable, the harbour finally free of glare. 
The coast is at its most dramatic. Sydney, 
it turns out, was worth the detour from 
summer all along.

Pack light. Leave the sunscreen at home. 
Come in winter.

Vivid Sydney

What Winter Leaves Behind

CONTRIBUTOR 
Shannim Mohd Sa’ad 
Shannim Mohd Sa’ad is an 
adventurous traveller with 
a deep appreciation for 
diverse cultures and off-the-
beaten-path destinations. 
Along her journeys, she 
enjoys riding motocross, 
Muay Thai training, and 
snowboarding. Writing is her 
passion, compelling to share 
her unique experiences. 
Follow her on Instagram @
epicadventuress and her 
blog epicadventuress.com
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In this spread,
Clockwise from left: Immersive light tunnels 
redefine the city after dark; intimate moments 
unfold beneath glowing streets and festive 
markets; and a prehistoric world at the 
Australian Museum, where real dinosaur 
skeletons and life-sized models await.


